Broads Authority

23 March 2007

Agenda Item No 9

Mooring Strategy Update 2007 

Report by Waterways Officer 

	Summary:
This report sets out the progress made to date on the Mooring Strategy for the Broads. 

Recommendation:
That the Action Plan is agreed and that an annual report be brought to the Authority monitoring delivery.


1
Background

1.1
A Mooring Strategy was adopted in 2005 and proposals for new developments were included in the Action Plan 2006/07 following an objective analysis of all relevant data gathered through the strategy development.  The priority matrix designed and approved by the Steering Group has now been updated to include data in the angling priority column.


2
2006/07 Action Plan

(Appendix 1)
2.1
St Benets Abbey moorings, although not finalised, have been secured in principle and the lease is nearing completion.  Brush cutting was undertaken during the Christmas / New Year period to discourage water voles from the area.   Works on the moorings should be complete before the Easter period 2007.


2.2
Due to corrosion of tie rods and piles displacing at Paddy’s Lane, Barton Turf, emergency remedial work was required to preserve the integrity of the moorings.  The works were substantially completed by May 2006 with surfacing being topped in October.  This has meant that Beccles Norfolk and Suffolk Bank piling will be actioned in 2007/08. 


2.3
An opportunity arose to acquire a 24-hour mooring at West Somerton and an upgrade of safety features and path were carried out and completed.


2.4
Work has commenced on a moorings database, which will collate all information relevant to an individual mooring, length, safety features, piling condition, signage, risk assessments, lease detail etc.  The database will be integrated with the GIS system. 

2.5
A draft of the Moorings Code leaflet has been produced and is attached for the Committee’s information and comment (Appendix 2). This is the second leaflet to be developed in a series of leaflets to be published on subjects covering sailing, motor cruising, Code of Conduct, angling, canoeing etc.


2.6
Work has commenced on furthering interpretation signage at moorings and five sites have been identified for implementation during this financial year.


2.7
Additional safety features have been purchased and a five-year installation programme established in respect of mitigation measures identified through the Safety Management System for the Port Marine Safety Code.  This will include safety ladders, safety chains, rescue throw lines and life rings.


3
Action Plan 2007/08 

(Appendix 3)
3.1
Both priority projects and reserve projects have been identified for the coming year in line with the Strategy.  The scale of the programme will depend on the resources available.

3.2
BESL works at the Chet Mouth site and negotiation with the landowner regarding the 24-hour mooring still need to be completed and should be finalised in 2007/08.  Partnership working should enable the indicative cost noted in the Action Plan to be reduced.


3.3
Comments are welcome on the prioritised projects shown.
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